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How to Find a Professional 

Getting the right person to come into your class is one of the keys to the 
success of the project. Luckily, most people will probably be willing to 
help out your class and work with students. Finding a professional is all 
about relationships. Here are a few suggestions of where to start looking 
for a professional: 

1. Staff network 

Talk to your fellow teachers, and ask if they have friends in the area that might be willing to 
host a challenge.  

2. Local businesses 

Reaching out directly to local businesses or organizations may take a little work, but it can be 
well worth it. Retail businesses and restaurants, as well as consulting firms, tech companies and 
banks may be willing to send in a representative. If your school has formal business partners or 
advisory board members, be sure to ask them! 

3. Parent network 

If you have a more specific industry in mind, you could ask students if they have parents or 
friends who work in that industry.   

4. Alumni network 

Who better to talk to your students than someone who graduated from your high school?  

5. Local Service Clubs and Business Associations 

These organizations would likely have interest in helping out your school.  

6. Local Colleges and Universities 

Colleges are huge organizations with all sorts of professionals filling a wide range of roles- you 
don’t need a professor to come in. How about someone from accounting, event planning or 
marketing? 

 
 
On the following page is an email template that you can modify if you are reaching out to 
professionals or businesses.  
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Dear (professional or business),  
 
Hello! I am (Mary Smith, a tenth grade English teacher at East high school in San Francisco).  
Our school is implementing Preflight, a program that connects students with professionals and 
teaches them valuable job skills through professional visits and in-class challenges.  
 
I am interested in having you come into our class and speak to students about your work, and 
helping host a project related to your industry.  
 
This opportunity would involve two visits to class. The first visit would involve speaking to 
students about the type of work you do, the skills you use, what your job looks like on a day-to-
day basis and what path you took to your current job.   
 
The second visit would come after the students have worked in teams to develop solutions to 
the challenge. You would get to serve as a panelist for the presentations and give students 
feedback on their work.  
 
Here’s a document that explains your role more clearly. 
ATTATCH “Preflight Professional Guide” 
 
I would love to schedule a brief call or meeting to discuss this opportunity. Please let me know 
when you might be available for a conversation.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Your name. 
 

 

 

 


